An analysis of 24 patients with IgA deposition at the BMZ.
A study of 24 patients with IgA deposition at the BMZ of the skin showed that five conditions could be recognized: 1) linear IgA bullous dermatosis in adults (LAD, 7 cases); 2) linear IgA and IgG bullous dermatosis in adults (LAGD, 10 cases); 3) chronic bullous disease of childhood (CBDC, 3 cases); 4) dermatitis herpetiformis (DH, 1 case), and 5) systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE, 3 cases). Histopathologically, 5 of 7 patients with LAD were similar to the DH group, but 7 of 10 patients with LAGD were similar to the BP group. Half the patients with LAD and LAGD had oral lesions, and most of them had excellent responses to dapsone and Tripterygium Wilfordii, but the patients with CBDC did not respond to these treatments. In the patients with LAD and LAGD, the positivity rates of IgA anti-BMZ antibodies examined by indirect immunofluorescence (IIF) on intact skin and NaCl split skin were 41% and 64%, respectively. The heterogeneity of the histopathologic pictures of LAD and LAGD, the incidence of DH, and the value of using NaCl split skin for IIF are discussed.